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| INFIDELITY, 

I now Mr. Editor, en- 
terinto the subject touching iAfidelity; »what 
itis. the causes which produce” it,* and’ the 
arguments generally used to éustainit. ~. 

The Infidels, Senetally neithér, believe’ nor 
disbelieve in the; bible, God etc.’ but forreason 
which they sonceive'to be trne.set them both 
asidé containing of rather giving an account 
ofithings whieh,. whether true or falsé, are. to 
them ‘of ‘no“iaterest whatever, from the fact 
that it is not in the power<of man to- become 
acquainted withy them, claiming at the game 
‘time 8% much power to.do:so.4s those who 
lieve inthem. Fhey also, that-as ‘there 
exists Bach:a variety or malitade of contrarie- 
“ties amongst’ those . who profess to “believe 

them; one sect. chaigiing ‘shat they ‘are right. 
another that: they are, and g0' On, con- 
clusively gays the Infidel’ that the bible \is 
false, or that the people are ;dishonest inas- 
much as they ail ‘say that-the‘bible is true; 
and ‘each. have certain principles which they; 
say are trae, aud sustained by the bible. Tha: 
another equally: honest, itis contra- 
ry to thewortd- of God. For idétance.the 
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Hence he considers it useless, and time ill 
spent to trouble himself in relation to the matter; 
but finds in the world of nature sufficient in- 
erest to call forth all the faculties of his mind 
and body, and by observing and studying her 
laws, he becomes acquainted with certain prin- 
ciples wich make him happy; and he finds it 
more important and of greater benefit to him- 
self to devote his time to things that: he and 
all, can understand, than to trouble himself 
abgut a state of existence beyond this life, the 
trath of which, cannot be established, by evi- 
dence'such as truth requires, or, at least by 
neither of the popular sects of theday. Thus 
the"tnfidel ‘feels justified, in standing aloof 
ftom: allthose whe in his opinion, fail in pro- 


do causes: hitg 


ducing evidence,in support of their various 
systems. ffn.short he knows that he has the 


same, means in: his _ possession, that the chris- 
tian has to’estahlish its troth, and failiag to 
'to doubt the. statements of 

of its.trath.: Thus if he is 
honest he, will ‘act, and acting he incurs the 
hatred: of. the ‘christian through their fears, 
sitsply' for expressing himself according to 
his understanding, when ie. so by reason of 
greater evidences in its. favor,. and the more 


Universalists do not believe ‘that'‘any will by 
lost, but that al/. men willbe saved; and the 
sense to them, it ‘only signifies a guilty: con- 
science in them who:.do: wrongs. ‘Che ‘Meth- 


‘odist regards-thées6 sentiments. with holy hor: 


‘Tor, and assertg. that euch doctsines: are. 


open war, and contrary: to. thé: hible (which is 


the standard for both) and: will prove the ruin}. 


of all those who: giveheéd.: to ‘them, yea, be 
cannot even extend the hand_of' feHowshp ta 
them, because he conceives it blasphemy in 
‘the sight of heaven so 
In-view’ of ‘these things: the: infidel asks 
this question, are they. both right inasmuch‘as 
hey differ? do not each support theirclainis by, 
ewidence from ‘the same book ‘which’ book is, 
true tothe apparent satisfaction of both? and 


does not-one enjoy as muvh happiness his 
belief as the other in his? -yes but says 
he, they cannot.both be right because they are 


he'lopks into the.book ‘of nature, the stronger 
the evidence that the world (called) christen- 
dom. are’*?overned toa preat extent at least, by . 
principles totally. at warwith wath pre- 
sefited fa mature. 
‘He finds that he ig governed by. certain laws 
which are eternal in.their operations, because 
they are true;-and being true, they are con- 
gental to his.nature, © He knows that it is true 
that- he. exists,.by reason of the priaciples 
Which govern that existence being complied 
with; ‘which, if not, woald. prove a negation 
of all ideas. He-knows:that two and two 
makes:four, and that it always will; conse- 
quently it.never had .a beginning ag it cannot 
have an end; and these truths being eternal 
will always produce the same effect when 
into exercise. Again, -he ‘knows that 
1i8'mind and body are both neeeakary in order 
to enjoy or to be benefited by. these truths, or 


Opposite in.nearl} 
having: equal coafidence in both of them yet, 
cannot admit the truth of eithér,; ‘because i 
either have it, he can easily_ poift out the: er- 
rors of the other, and shows him the way ‘to 
possess it also, which he will dd, provided: he 
is honest. But as this is not done,instead o 
consolidatng all men in one, establishing 
harmony and union,. which is the: effe 
truth when observed, shows positively tfiat 
they do not posess it. et eae 


‘all of their: principles and| 


of 


(to:use a common phrase,) that they are true 
by reason of his organization without whieh, 
says he, thereis no intelligence. Hence the 
idea of a God witheut a body, parts or pas- 
sions, is tohim’a total negation of. all ideas 
because it embraé¢es nothing that can reflect 
apon his senses, and possesses no quality, in 
common with himself, being without form or 
figure and asa matter of course destitute of 
motion; for nothing can move unless some- 
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thing is moved, and that which is movedjare mere chimeras and without the least evi- 
must be matter having formand figure. §—_|dence, and instead of making man better, they 

Therefore to him the God of the christian,/tend to make*him-more miserable, from the 
(according to. the Westminster creed,) is a/fact that he devotes his time and labour with- 
eomplete nondescript, having no qualities out ‘any: “aseurance | of becoming benefitted 


which are adapted to his mind or any other, Pai epi had the time thus Jost been - 


and inasmuch as trath compels him to say,jdevoted‘to, the study. of the laws of nature 
that for a body to exist it must have form, size| with: hig physica) & mental adaptation to them 
and figure, he cannot believe.(consistent with| would-be of..use,forit is certainly as. neces- 
‘this truth) in such a God, sapposing at the|sary. to undérstand the-troths of this world as 
same time, that the bible sustains such an/the on@hereafter.(provided there is) and when 
idea, compels him to reject.it also, for it is im-ja perfect in ‘all tbings here, heewould, 
possible for him to conceive of inanimate mat-|déubtjesg,). be; better qualified f 0. the things. 
ter without substance, much more an animate which:’you say..are. herea 
being without form, partaking of no 
which can influence or operate upon his nvind; 


cannot be imagined not admitting one, idea,jing to pry into the-fature;. you christians say. 


is worse than nonsense and too absurd to,gov-|that true. lappinessis fo be obtained: onty by: 
ern any man that understands his right-hand being governed by the truth; ; Well, ‘suppose. 
from his left; consequently nothing, but:blind|that a man is only or 
fanaticism controls those who pray ta‘a $0me-|retajhing the truth exhibited in natitey would — 
it net make him.as:-worthy to enjoy: and 
Capable'to appreciate truth in the.fajuie world . 
nor Aare you, who do ‘not. understand: the: laws, of’ 
existence, and where thére is no, existence,}irdth which govern you here? ahd as you say. 


thing that is not a something, to to 
any thing presupposes. soate ,relat 


. Some relationship to 
exist; but where there is no body. there is‘no 


there is no idea, and where; there.is:ino idea that God is truth:and loves those who: obey it. 


there is norelationship,: because relationship is thatshe cfeated‘the-earth, and the-laws which 
govern it,’ that he tewards  those\who obey . 
nd punish those who disobey; if:so, find that 


produced by. intelligence.::; These-are. sour 
of the prominent reasons addaced by thé infidel 
in support.of his views and knowing them to 
be in. unison with truth thus far-itis not to be 
suppésed=thathe for 
il trug,itts placed put of the-reach of mortals,|hy the same’ principles that. govern’ 
and would be; she height of folly :for‘him: ssid in: the first place that my desire 
possessing bs whieh he tong 0: again, and have 

sing noatiribute by whieh he.wan form), di 
the least prompted (in bring 

_ The question, now arises, are’ the - infidels 
right, for.it is e?ident that one or both musthe 
wrong because the priaciples:.of: one ste ex- 
actly the reverse of the other; one believes that 

the earth was ¢reated ftom nothing’ that -his 
God had power to spéak nothing inta ‘some 
thing, when at the. same time’ he. could Pot 
have existed, for hehas no body and of course 
destitute of form; ahd-without form is ‘an-ab- 
sehce of every thing that is within thespher 


by..making myself. acquainted with | 
trath that pertaine to: this; lifé,’ that, he. who 
jadgeth me on that. prneiple, eanhot condemn. 


desireto give each an ‘impartial investigation 
as far ag Lam able, my object ia to arrive at’ 


othe! a8in a palace, or amongst the infidels 
as the christians, and‘am as willing to give 


self bound: to’ defend each as far as they are 
in 90 doing. 1-hope: my readers: will ‘attri- 
bute it tothe ‘bead not the heart, I will say 
dependent upon him for all that he enjapelt@rbets thapl. was once an honest infidel, and 
consequent believed ‘it with as much sincerity as 1 could 
for thing; yet 1 had errots which I could not 
praise and. adoration for what he conceives:is see until embraced Christianity. I'say this 
him to hie wrath the fags, that there are laws in nature 
ment presence, eternelly’ after in which, muvgibecome admitting 
torment, or in othet' words Hell; and thatthis Make 
punishment is necessary to satisfy the P 
mands.of justice, whieh he considers as one 0 
the attribates of his God.’ Believing thushe 


-. Commencing with the infidel I wish to ask 
hima few questions. The first is, Do you 
considers that the socie/y of infidels is not only meintain that intelligence is the effeet of or- 
dangerous,-but that is subverting to every{Z@mization, or, in other words do you not be- 
in order to prepare them to’ enjoy happiness|!sts by virtee of 2 ‘combination of those ele- 
hereafter, “Ihe infide) says that these ideas} mentary principles which man possesses ; and 


fells me that my” tras interest is'to make 
or operate upon self familiar with things which’ are’ Known,to__ 
and the idea of having faith ina thing. thét/exist; and not consume my-_time by. éndeavor- 


because have been: in. part). 


np forward these dif- « 
‘ferent positions principles) solely. with 


facts which are as valuable whén-found in the 


thé same ¢tedit-to the infidel for’ his ‘truth, as__ 
when found inthe christian, and consider my-. 
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that intetligence ig the product of. that organ-|deratand them are indebted to a-higher order 
ization? You answer in the affirmative, (atiof intelligence inasmuch as those principles 
least this is the position maintained by Volney,/did exist prior.to theirs, Itis not only Seri 

R. Taylor, and tke master spirit.Baron D.jtute, but reason says also, that intelligence is. 
Holbach, who stands pre-eminent among the/the daw by which all things are governed, and> 
infidel writers, and. to whom & feel’ much in-|that unhappiness is only by its absence, for if - 
debted for a great deal of valeable: informa-)man had the knowledge that Jesus had, he’ 
tion, not to be found in any profane work withlwoald have the same power to overcome death,, 
which { have been made acquainted). Letjorinother words, he would destroy its bondage. 
us reason a Moment on this;point. J-under-|Just so with the man who wants a house, if 
stand you to say that truth is a principle eter-/he knows how, this knowledge gives him the’ 
nalin its nature; that it is one of its laws,|power, consequently he is not indebted > to 
and that if it could be destroyed it could notjothers, and is not a subjeet of bondage. ” This ” 
be eternal; well than if intelligence is truth it}then‘is freedom, which is so by reason of - his’ 
must have existed before.the elementary prin-jconforming to those laws which govern ij. One’. 
ciples which compose your-organization werejof whieh is expezience. 
brought together, and'if'so; jt proves positive-| This reasoning shows conclusively that it)” 
ly that it.exists independent of that organiza-jis by our knowledge that we are free, for wher: | 
tion, To’ prove this, let us apply .ta-thela thing is known, the laws that govern it are. 


that science the body of man can be decom:|son, or rather tell why heknows.. ~ 
posed, and the. various elemests or gasses}: Again, if knowledge constitutes trae hap? 
which compose his hody can be seperated,and|piness, tuhappiness is by reason of 
in that separate state will’ weigh precisely as|for a man is subject to sickness, painand death | 
much as when united, the question now is, is|by reason of his tgnorance, for no man.would) 
this matter thus separated intelligent? Cer-jendure painif-he could overcome it! 
tainly not, say you. Can thatthen which If you admit that knowledge is esséntia! to: 
in itself no. intelligenee have power tocommu~|man’s happiness, then you must admit that 
nicate it? In short, would this matter, which] you are unhappy, Inasmuchas you are igno- 
is in its separate state, without. intelligence,jrant-of the fact that there is a God; and this” 
by being brought together produce it? no, no,|ignorance precludes you from the right of say- °: 
yet it must, provided your position is correct,/ing that there is, or is not, for the knowledge 
but if not 1¢ proves to a certainty that intelli-;must be equal to admit either; so aiso in-re-, 
gence is independent of organization, end that gard to the Bible, you cannot say that it is. 
itis by reason of intelligence. that matter, is/true or. false without the knowledge of the fact 
organized. ‘This must beevident to the, minds|in the ease,. yet. you desire to. know, because 
of all who upon.the sub-|you could then speak warrantahly, that desire 
ject..-"The.same traths*tWat are.in man existed|heing swallowed .up in Aaowledge. Thus it 
when he was.a child, yet he was not,capaci-|was- with Job, he said he Anew that his 
tated to receive them from the lack’or:want.of|Redeemer lived—that he would stand. in the 
experience,for it is: by. coming in contact with|latter day upon the earth, ahd that in bis flesh 
these things, and understanding their ases or/he would see God—Jobec.19 Now sir, here is 
value that they can be appreciated or réndered a declaration that. there is a Gud, and you 
useful,.though in the absence of this know-|cannot say thatit is not so, consequently you — 
ledge on his part the same truths. existed un-jcannot in truth gainsay it; you know: that 
developed to him, which fact. proves that man/two and two make four, which gives you the 
is a dependant creature, at leas that he is in-jright to say that it cannot make five seven or 
debted to. previous and superior intelligencejten, and you would know (though all others 
for whatsoever he calorie fa all must admit/should insist to the contrary) that they were 
that truth is independent of man, or in otherjignorant. Now, as you doubt that the-saying 
words no, man can make. truth. ag,untruth :jof Job is true, does not justify you in saying 
hence man lives by it and.dies by it,.and the/that@t is false, because you cannot be in pos- 
man who desires to live and. is unwilling tojsession of evidence that willadmit of it as you 
die-is.a man:that would wish to seé truth de-|were notin existenee, and its'truth or falsity — 
stroyéed, for-it is in my mind as nepgessary for|being unknown to you does not effect it. 
to dié as to live, and. that reason ofjif it is true; your true imterest is involved, 
his conforming to this immutabl@iimw he be-/from the fact ther the same principle that 
comes qualified to enjoy that-or, those truths|operates or causes the bady of Job ‘to become 
that he could not by any other principle.-. jreanimated and bloom forth in eternal rest, 
Again, for a man* to build. a house’ p- would afford to you the same happiness were 
poses him to be fully acquainted with those|you a subiect of its operations.‘ Again, you 
principles by which a hodee is builtZ but, sup-| ook at the sun, you witness: and ‘observe its 
pose he is ignorant of them, is he not.indebted|influences apon the vegetablé and animal 
to intelligence superior to his own for the:ac-|kingdom, and aré willing to avknowledge that 
complishment of that object, and does it notlitia by reason of the warmth communicated 
follow that by the same rule they who do un-|by its rays that you enjoy the comforts that 


science or tfath of. chemistry. . By the aid of/known also, hence the man can show the rea-, ° 


\ 
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this vegetation imparts, which not onlyjare altogether inadequate to satisfy the claims 
proves that your physical existence is sustain-jor demands of that principle which is justice, 
ed by an influence altogether independent of|Examine these things, divest yourself of those 
the earth on which you exist, but that it is byjshort sighted views. Seek wisdom. ‘Try to 
and through it that you are indebted for what/understand your true interest, remembering 
you enjoy. Hence you must admit that injthat truth is pure freedom, and when you pos- 
that which you call nature, there is a depend-jsess it, walk by it, then you will not have a 
ancy upon something entirely disconnected/disposition to condemn any man who is igno- 
with it, and that dependency arises from thejrant, but rather you will pity him, for you 
lack of these properties which the sun posses-/being in possession of that which alone im- 
ses. And here you must allow that it is to a/parts true happiness can duly appreciate its 

~ higher order of intelligence, even in what you|worth';, while-another equally honest- may 
Call itatare that permits you to enjoy thosejconsider you as setting forth doctrines which 
' eomforts and blessings which are attainablejhe conceives (by,reason of false tradition or 
. only by'obedience to its laws, and you wouldjeducation) would tend to destroy his peace, 
‘. ‘pronounce that man insane who should ander-jand the happiness of others; hence he is a 
* take to maintain his physicafexistence by any|slave to ignorance, but when you show him 
other way. --.. Jerrors by virtue of the truth which you have 
_. Let us now seeif that which youcall naturejin your possession, he will, if he loves truth, 
_ will carry out the principle of justice, (which|forsake his error. . Bat whether he does or not 
you admit is one of its laws) and if it will not}makes no difference:in your mind, you are 
‘and justice being true, it will show that|right, and all whodissentfrom your testimony 
trath is. not an eternal principle by your ownjare wrong, consequently you are free, and 

_ argument. You say that justice demands thatjhave a perfect right to oppose all the errors of 
panishment should be commensurate tocrime,jothers, whether they are sustained by 

_ end that the life of one man is as valuable as/hundreds or by thousands—popular or, unpo- 
that of another. Consequently no man canjpular; high or low, rich or poor, priest or 
atone or make restitution only by what he|people, in short wherever you find it. In my 

» possesses. Suppose, for instance, that a manjnext I will endeavor to show the seience of 
should murder an individual, does he not|the scriptores in its ¢rue light, and the applica- 
destroy that which it is out of his power tojtion of the principles to man as therein set I ¢, 
restore? And does he not deprive that manjforth, hoping, that by the: blessing of God to ‘i 
whom he murders of those enjoyments which/show the world of mankind the inestimable @ ,, 
made him happy! Especially if his happi-jriches of the gospel through which we are i ;, 


ness.consisted in supporting a family depend-|brought into a near relationship to the intelli- fi 
ant upon him for their daily bread; and thejgences of heaven. j. . a 
endearment of a home which is madedesolate} . . Yours ti 
by his death; and those children, once happy,| | ater RICHARD SAVARY. K 
are left destitute, without the means of sup- [To be continued. } ee th 
port; their happiness and peace taken from| G 
them, without any just cause, are thus left to) GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST. — th 
endure the pains of hunger, disease and death,| Feeling a desire for the salvation of all peo- HM j, 


which is made 80 by the hand of an tnhumaniple, I now lay before the world those princi- & ,, 
wretch, who shed the blood of innocence./ples which were taught’ by. our Lord. Jesus - 
Now, I ask, will your judgment permit you|Christ, and his apostles, and as 1 verily be- ae 
to say that no tnjustice has been done, evenjlieve the word of God, I declare thata full N 
shonid the deazh of his murderer atone for his|salvation cannot be obtained, except through 7 jj, 
victim, do not the wife and the childrenjobedience to all the commandments laiddown @@ }, 
suffer? Can the life of ite cause supply themjin the new testament. Jesus Christ, the son a 
with food and give them shelter from the un-jof God, previous to his ascension, gives this 
pitying storm? If not, then it follows thatjcommissign to his apostles, ‘‘go ye into all Be 
there is disorder in the laws of nature, agyou/the world and preach the gospel to every @ ,,, 
term it, which at once proves the fallacy ofjcreature,he that believeth and 1s baptised, shall ws 
your position. | ere be saved, but he believeth that not, shallbo @ ., 

You cannot say in reason, that those indi-damned; and these signs shal! follow them that M. 
viduala who are deprived{ of the necessary|believe, ivtpy name shall they cast out dev- @ ;, 


comforts of life, had violated any of your lawsjile, they shidl speak with new tongues, they # j;, 
of nature which required those sufferings injshall take ap.serpents, and if they drink any C; 
order that justice might be satisfied. If youjdeadly thiag, it shall. not hurt them, they,sball Py 
do, or do not, will not alter the case. from the|lay hands on the sick, and they shall recov- 1, 
fact that the father, biisband, or brother hadjer.” Mark, 16th chap. 15—18 verves. Also, ,,, 
given. no offence which justice claimedjin Luke 24th chap.” 45—50 verses, ‘Then 
their lives. These things, my respected {n-jopened he their. understanding, that they fF 4; 
fidels, demand but a moment's reflection on|might understand the scriptures, and.said unto Th 
your part to satisfy you, that your Jaws of na |them, thus it is written, thusit behoved Christ FF ,,. 
ture (when limited to this sphere of existence)/to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third 
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day, and that repentance and remission of sins and qualified by the promise of the father, 
should be preached in his name among alljwhich promise is the spirit of truth,) ‘But 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem, and ye are|Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up 


witnesses of these things, and behold, I send 
the promise of my father upon you, but tar- 
ray yein the city of Jerusalem, until ye be 
endowed with power from on high; and he led 
them out as far as to Bethany, and.he lifted 
up his hands and blessed them.” , | 

stand that the apostles had not power at that 
time to go forth, and preach the gospel to 
every creature, notwithstanding all the teach- 
ing and many instructions which they had 
received from the Lord during his sojoarn in 
the flesh with them, they (the apostles) were 


his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Ju- 
dea, and all ye that d well at Jerusalem, be this 
{known unto you, and hearken to my words: 
For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, 
seeing it is but the third hour of the day.— 


Bot this is that which was spoken by the pro- 
phet Joel; and it shall come to pass in the 
last days, saith God, I will pour out of my 
spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
idaughters shall prophesy, and your youn 

men shall see visions, and your old men sha! 

dream dreams; and on my servants anid onmy 


not fully qualified to preach the gospel}, forjhand maidens 1 will pour out in those days of 
they had not been endowed with the spirit of/my:Spirit.” | 

fruth, which Christ promised to his apostles, 4) ant to remark here, that there are 
before he wascrucified, asit was not yet giveh,;many mem living in this generation, believe 
“howbeit, when he, thespirit of truth is come,/that Joel’s prophesy was fullfilled on the day 
he will guide you (the a) into all trath,jof Pentecost; 5 gyal understand it so by the 
for he Cite spirit of truth) shall not-speak of/word of God, for God says by Joel “I will 
himself, but whatsoever he shall hear, that he/pour out my spirit uponall flesh,” this did not 
{the spirit) shall speak, and he will shew youjtake place on the day of Pentecost, for there 
things tocome.” John 16th chap. ‘13th ver.|were only about one hundred and twenty dis- 
and in Luke 24th chap. 49th verse, Jesusjciples together on the day of Pentecost, and 
says “I send the promise of my father;”’ andjthat is one flesh only, as Paul says in the 15th 
John says that promise of the father, is thejchap. of first Cor. 39th ver. ‘all flesh is not 


spirit of truth, and that spirit was tobe obtain- 
ed by tarrying in the city of Jerusalem., - — 

Now in testimony ofthis, please turn to the 
2d chap. of the Acts of the apostles, which 


the same flesh, but there is one kind of flesh of 
men, another flesh of beasts, another of fish- 
les, and another of birds.” ‘And it shall come 
to pass in the Jast days, saith God, I will pour 


reads thus, t of Pentecost 
was fully come, they were all with one accord 
inone place, and suddenly therecame asound 
from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, 
and filled all the house where they were sit- 


out of my spirit upon all flesh;” the spirit 
caused men to speak in new tongues:and pro- 

hesy, and see visions, and ‘so on, the same 
spirit is to be poured oat in the last days ac- 
cording to the prophesy of Joel; for 1 among 


ting. And there appeared unto them:-cloven|many thousand believe God to be unchange- 
tongues like as of fire,;and it sat upon each ofjable, the same now he was eighteen hun- 
them. And they wereall filled with the Holyjdred years ago, and { know if a man obey the 
Ghost, (or the promise of the father, which isjsame commandments now, as the people in 
the spirit of truth, according to Luke andjthe days of the apostles, he will receive the 
John,) and began to speak with-other tongues,|same gifts and blessings in these days, as 
as the spirit gave them utterance. And therejthuse in the days of the apostles. Now I 
were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout/wish to observe, that the apostles, after hav- 
men, out of every nation under heaven.—|ing yreceived the Holy Ghost, on the day 
Now when this was noised abroad, the mul-jof Pentecost, they were clothed with power, 
titude came together, and were confounded,|and began to preach unto the people, Jesus and 
because every man heard them speak injhim crucified. *‘And Peter testified this Jesus 
inhis ownlangauage. And they were all a-|has God raised up, whereof we all are witnes 
mazed, and marvelled saying one to another,|ses, therefore being by the right. hand of God 
Behold, are not all these which speak Galile-jexalted, and having received of the father 
ans? and how hear we every man jn our own|the promise of the holy ghost, he hath shed 
tongue, wherein we were born? (Parthians, forth this, which ye now see and hear, and 
and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers injmany other words, did Peter, speak unto them © 
Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia,jof the resurrection. Now when they heard 
in Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphy-|this, they were pricked in their hearts, and 
lia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya aboutjand said unto Peter and to the rest of the a~ 
Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews andjposties, men and brethren, what shall we do, 
Proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear|then Peter said unto them, Repent and be 
them speak in our tongues the wonderful|/Baptized every one of you, in the name of 
works of God. And they were all amazed,jJesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye 
and were in doubt, saying one to another,|shall receive the gift of the holy Ghost, for 
what meaneth thist Others mocking, safd,jthe promise is unto you, and to your children, 
These men are full of new wine.” (Hear thejand to all that are afar off; even as many as 
man who is commissioned of Jesus Christ,|the Lord oar God shall call.” Peter exhort- 
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ed saying “save yourselves from this untow- 
arc generation,” then they that gladly receiv- 
ed his word, were baptized; the same day, 
there were added unto them about three thou- 
sand souls. Here my readers you will un- 
derstand that the promise of the holy ghost 
was not confined to the apostles; neither to 
that nor any other particular age of the world, 
for Peter says, “unto you, and to your children 
and to all that are afar off, even as many a3 
the Lord our God shall call,”’ now my readers, 
if this promise of the holy ghost was to con- 
tinue, then certainly, faith, repentance, and 
baptism, must continue also, as the holy ghost 
‘was granted as the seal of their obedience, to 
the commandments of God. Now my rea- 
ders, if, all these principles are not essential; 


you may lay aside the whole ordinances of|shadow of turning, 


.God, tor they are all commandments of God. 


out of the water, and Jo, the heavens were | 
opened unto hie, and he saw the spirit of God 
desending lilie a dove, and lighting upon him, 
and lo, a voice from heaven, saying this is 
my betoved son, in whom 1 am well pleased.” 
Matthew 6th chap. 3rd ver. 

Ifit were necessary that the lamb of God, 
who was a holy being, should be baptized, in 
order to fulfil all righteousness, how much 
more necessary itis that we, being unholy, 
should be baptized for the remission of our 
sins, that we may lay elaém to the promises 
of God, in these days, as well as those who 
obeyed the law of God, in the days of the a- 
postles, if we believe God to be unchangea- 
ble, the same yesterday, today, and for ever, 
with whom is no: variableness, neither 


find, in John, 3d ‘There was aman 


In proof of this, I find in the last chapter ofjof the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of 


Matthew, Jesus says to his apostles, “go ye 
therefore and teach al! nations, Baptizing them 
* In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to ob- 
serve all things, whatsoever I have command- 
ed you, andlo I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world, Amen.” Every 
person possessing understanding, must allow 
that when Jesus said all things he did not 
mean apart, I know the question is often ask- 
ed, on hearing a quotation from the word of 
God, what does it mean; for my self, FE be- 
lieve that when the Lord speaks or reveals 
his word unto the children of men, he means 
jast what he says. gi 


word of God has heen spiritaalised so| 
much in former days, and in these days, by 


commentators and teachers of many kinds of 
faiths. But Paul says inthe 4chap. of Ephe. 
5th verse, **there is, one Lord, one faith, one 
Baptism,” and one hody, as set forth by Paul 
in Cor. 12th. In Gal. first chap. the apostle 
Paul, also gays, “though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you 
than that which we have preached unto you, 
let him be accursed.” What was the gospel 
which Paul preached? That which was| 
taught by Jesus Christ, Peter and the rest of! 


his apostles; of which baptism for the remis-| 


sion of sins formed a part. 1 refer you to 
John the forrunner of Christ, who preached 
faith on the Son of God, and baptism for the 
remission of sins. 1 read that ‘all Judea and 
Jerusalem came to John, to be Baptiaed of 


the Jews: the same came to Jesus by night, 
(to inquire coneerning these things,) Jesus 
answered and said unto him, verily, verily, 1 
say unto thee, except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom. of God, Nicodemus 
saith unto him, how, ean a man be born when 
he is old,” (Nicodemus,, did net understand, 
the birth of the water, ) ‘‘Jesns answered ver- 
ily, verily EF say nnto thee except a man be born 
of the water, and of the spirit. he cannot en- 
ter to the kingdem of God,”’ thus you will 
see these same: principles were taught by Je 
sus, there are many persons in these days, he- 
lieve that the Savionr intended this in a spir- 
itual sense whereas Jesus said to Nieodemus, 
“except a man be born of water, and of the 
spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God.” » We all know that the word born, or 


birth, signifies coming from one element 


into another, and this could not take place 
unless 2 man go down into the water, and be- 
come buried in it, Paul, in writing to the Ro- 
mans, in the 6th chap. says, “know ye not 
thatas many of us as were baptized into Je- 
sus Christ, were baptized into his death, 
therefore we are burned with him by bap- 
tistm into death, that like as Christ was raised 


lap from the dead by the glory of the father, 


even we also should walk in newness of life, 
for if we have heen planted together in. the 
likeness of his death, we shall be also in the 
tikeness of his resurreetion.”? My seaders, if 
we are willing, to be made in the likeness of 
christ’s death and burial, we must forsake sin 


him in Jordan, confessing their sins, and Johnfand keep the commandments of God, we 


testified of him (Jesus) and said, I indeed! 
baptize you with water, but he that cometh 
after me shall baptize you with the holy ghost 
and with fire. Then cometh Jesus from gali- 
lee to Jordan, unto John, to be baptized o 

him, but John forbid him, saying, I have need 
to he baptized of thee and comest thou to me, 
Jesus answered and said unto him, suffer it to 
be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil al! 
_ Tighteousnes, then he suffered him, and Jesus 


must be buried in baptism, then by coming 
wp out of the water, we shall bein the like- 
ness of Christ’s resurrection, then we shall 
walit in newness of life, (by receiving the 
spirit of truth, which spirit is given by the 
laying on of hands, which 1 will show hereaf- 
ter.) I verily know that baptism by immer- 
sion, is equally as neecessary for our salvation 
as faith, repentance, and the gift of the holy 
ghost, lalso believe, that all the command- 


when he was baptized, went up straightway 


ments of God are equally essential to be obser_ 
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saved, but he that believeth not shall be 


_ whereunto, even baptism doth also now save 


Christ.” 


is come before me,”’ (and God said farther 


the ark,”’ here you will see that there were 
_ by water, as Peter also testifies, the like fig- 


save as, now my readers, if this be the like 


, lius ‘ta devout man, and one that feared God 
with all his house,gwhich gave much alms 
_ to the people and prayed to God always.”— 


. manded by an angel to send for Peter, to tell 
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ved. Our lord and saviour Jesus Christ said. 
«‘He that believeth and is baptized, shall; be 


damned.” 

I ‘ill further refer you, tofirst Peter, 3d 
chap. 18—21 verses, which I believe will 
prove baptism by immersion to every honest 
hearted man, Peterrays,**for Christ also hath 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjast, 
that he might bring us to God, being put to 


Holy Ghost being poured cut previous to bap- 
tism. | 

I will farther refer you to the 9th chap. of 
Acts, that you may see how Paul became an 
heir of the kingdom of God, while on his way 
to Demascus, suddenly there shined round a- 
bout him a light from heaven, and he fell to 
the earth, and heard a voice saying unto 
him, Saul, Sanl, why persecutest thou me, 
and he trembling, and astonished (at the light 


death in the flesh, but quickened by the spir- 
it, by which also he wentand preached unto the 
spirits in prison, which sometime were diso- 
bedjent when once the long suffering of God 
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark 
was preparing, wherein few, that is, eight 
souls were saved by water, the like figure 


us, (not the putting away of the filth of the 
flesh, but the answering of a good conscience 
toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus 


I learn by reading the book of Genesis, 
“and God said anto Noah, the end of all flesh 
unto Noah, concerning thia temporal salva- 
tion,) make thee an ark of gopher wood, and 
I find a saying like this after the ark was fin- 
ished, *tand Noah went in, and his sons, and 
his wife and his sons wives with him, into| 
eight souls went into the ark, and were saved 
ure whereunto,evem baptism, doth also now 


figure, then it is neccessary for us to go down 


of heaven, and the voice of Jesns,) said Lord 
what will thou have me todo, and the Lord | 
said unto him, arise and go into the city, and 
it shall be told thee what thou must do. There 
was acertain disciple at Demascus, named 
Ananias, and to him said the Lord in a vision 
Ananias, and he said, behold, I am here, Lord, 
and the Lord said unto him, arise and go into 
the street which is called Straight and inquire 
in the house of Judas for one called Saul of 
Tarsus, for behold, he prayeth, and Ananias 
went his way, and entered into the honse, and 
putting his hand on him, said brother Saul, 
the Lord (even Jesus that appeared unto thee 
in the way as thou camest) hath sent me, that 
thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and now why tarriest 
thou, arise, and be baptized and washaway 
thy sins calling on name of the Lord.” 

I might give various other testimonies, for 
instance, Philip and the Eunuch, who etop- 
ped the chariot at the first water, that he 
might obey the ordinance of baptism. By 
reading the 8th chap. of Acts you will under- 
stand that he had but a few moments previous 
to this, beard of Jesus for the first time.— 


into the water, and be covered by the watery/The Eynuch went on his way rejoicing. I. 


element, in order to be like unto.the eight per- 


might alzo mention many others; but I have 


sons, that were saved by going imto the ark,/givensffiucientiproof that baptism by immersion 


this evidently proves that a man, mist be born 
of water, in order to be in a saved state. 
1 will next refer you to Acts, 10th chapter, 


is one of the ordinances of the gospel, ang 
that it was instituted by Jesus Christ. 
_ Now I desire to show, that according to the 


which speaks of a certain man named Corne-lorder of the kingdom of God, the Holy Ghost 


Notwithstanding all this, Cornelius was com- 


him what he oughttodo. You will see by this 
my friends after Cornelius prayed much and 
gave alms to the people, and had received the 
visitation of an holy angel he had some things 
to do yet, to make him an heir of the king- 
dom of God. When Peter came, he Rais 3 
ed unto him Jesus, while Peter yet spake un- 
to them, the holy ghost fell on all them which 
heard the word, for the Jewish brethren that 
came with Peter beard them speak with 
tongues, and magnify God, then answered Pe- 
er, “can any man forbid water, that these 
should not be baptized, which have received 
the holy ghost as well as we, and he com- 
manded them to he baptized in the name of 
the Lord.” Not withstanding the Holy Ghost 
had been already poured out, and this is the 


is to be confered by the laying on of the hands, 
of those who have authority from God, or are 
called, of God, as was Aaron. A disciple 
named, Philip went down to Samaria. See 
Acts 8th chap. 12th verse; “But when they 
believed Philip, preaching the things concern- 
ing the kingdom of God, and the name. of Je- 
sus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 
women.” Again see verses 14—17 same 
chap. ‘*Now when the apostles at Jerusale 
heard that Samaria had received the word o 
God, they sent anto them Peter and John, 
who when they were come down, prayed for' 
them that they might receive the Holy Ghost, 
(for as yet he was fallen upon none of them, 
only they were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.) ‘Then laid they their bands 
on them, and they received the Holy Ghost,” 
there it is evident they received the Holy 
Ghost by the laying on of hands, for Si- 
mon, seeing that this was the éase, offered 
them money, that he might receive that pow- 


only instance on record wherein I read of the 


er, but Peter said unto him, thy money perish 
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gift of God may be purchased with money.” 

For farther testimony, 1 refer you to Acts,|_—— 
19th chap. 4th verse, “Then said Paul, John 
verily baptized with. the’ baptisn of repen- 
tance, saying unto the people, that they should 


with thee, because thou hast thought that the|= 


believe on him which should come after him 
that ison Christ Jesus, when they heard this, 
they. were baptized inthe name of the Lord 
Jesus, and when Pan! had laid his hands up- 


on them, the Holy Ghost came on them 


they spake with tongues, and 
See also, Heb. 6th chap. 2d verse, wh 
Paul is urging the saints to “go on unto 
perfection, leaving the principles of the déc- 
trineof baptisms, and laying on of hands, and 
of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgements.” You discover in this passage] 
that baptism is mentioned in ~ the plural, 


which signifies, the baptism of .water, and of|! 


the Holy Ghost, which hy lay- 
ing on of hands. 

Now my readers 1 wish to refer you to the 
12th chap. of Cor, by reading which, you will 
understand the effécts manifested ‘by. the 
Holy Ghost anciently.. The apostle Paul says} 
that “‘no.man can say that Jesus is the Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost. There are diversities} 
of gifts, of the Holy Ghost, namely; wisdorr, 


knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophe- 


cy,.digcerning: of spirits, diverse kind of ton- 
gues,, interpretation of tongues, dreams‘ and 
visions. But all these worketh that one and| 
the selfsame spirit, dividing to every. man 


severally as he will, in the body or church of 


Christ. which--were set, apostles, -pro- 
phets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, hit 
were given. for the perfecting of the. saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the hody of Christ, till we all come in th 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge’ o 


the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the} 


measure of the:stature of the falness of Chiist. 
Ephe,4thchap. 

Now. my. readers. having ‘presented before 
you, the gospel of Jesus Christ, as it was an- 


ESSENGER AND ADVOCATE, 


‘PITTSBURGH, PA.JANUARY 15, 1845. 


trate » Postmasters are. authorized by law, to 


letters for a third: ‘person, containing mo- 
ney, when addressed to an Editor or a publisher 
f a hewspa 
Will our frends and nd agents remember this. 
Ithas become so ) customary for Editors and 
others, to publish journals of their: travels; and 
as we have just returned from a tour of upwards 
of. two months in the eastern cities, for the sat- 
isfaction of our friends; we will give a summary 
of the events which took place during our jour- 


presiding elders of the church of Philadelphia, 


Woodstown, -On inquiring into the cause. 
of. the-difficulties, in every instance, it was the 


aration, and ‘exclusion, ‘The course pursued 
by the ‘advocates of this system, which were 


the. travelling elders, were, that as soon as a 
an; became dissatisfied with the teachings of. 
these believers polygamy, and “was bold 
enough to express his dissatisfaction, calling 
the’ doctrine incestious, ‘and adulterous, ‘he 6; 
he ‘was: immediately ‘arraigned before the’ 


authorities; and. with slandering the heads of. 


members of the church, at the time: of the trial;:' 


Clently taught by~Christ and:. his apostles). 


_ gifts were for the work of the ministry 


‘which consisted of faith, 
for the remission of sins, the gifts of the Huly 
Ghost, ‘by the laying on of the hands, which 
and 
edifying of the body of Christ, which.were to 
continue. until that which is perfect should 
come... L algo wish to say to the whole world 


of mankind, that as God is an unchangeable 


being, f firmly. believe that the same gospel, 
and plan of salvation, Holy Ghost, and graces, 
are equally 


repentance, baptism} 


and : ‘thus intimidated, and: compelled to obey. 
the “mandate of. their masters. notable in-. 


stance of this was related to me. while in» Bos- 


ighly esteemed in Boston, and the father of 


the church there; when this system, of a plural- 
ity of wives, first made its appearance there, 


for the salvation of man, 
the pore of the body: or church of €brist, 


and the work of the ministry, in this —r, 
tionsas. they; were eighteen hundred years a 

I with ga believe it takes t 
very, now, to. make xe 
eharch: of Christ as did in those ‘days that 


was sooner ‘than he was' be: 
two of:the, so called, authorities, and t 


there should iy no schism i in the body orcharch 
‘of Christ. ‘ROBERT’ KINCAID. 


fwith exelusion;:if<he dare give. 


ney, which to us were gratifying, as: there was 
nothing which’ took /place: was of the. most 

. ‘Among the churches we visited, 
great deal of excitement; many of the principle« 
members had either-withdrawn from the church — 
or had-been cut off, and of this number'were the _ 


New’ York, - Boston, New Egypt, N. and- 


spiritual wife system which had caused the sep-” 


churcigand charged with ‘disobedience to- the 
the church; an awfnl appeal was made to ‘the : 


and every one who date. vote in favor of ‘the . 


ton, old @tder Nickerson, a man who was 


rose up against it, as every “man of virtue 
and was-so deeply effected with it, that 
wept over the corruption‘that ‘was.creeping” 
‘the church, and declared his intention and ~ 
termination, to lift his yoice against | it; this. 
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gainst those whom he had declared he knew that we have cause for unceasing gratimade: to 
were guilty of great improprieties, such as our Heavenly Father, for all his mercies and 
ed for the interference of every virtuous. man; loving kindness, and for the glorious door of 
and the old gentleman was so intimidated byjhope he has opened unto us. | 
their threats, he shrunk from his duty, and in-} On last Sunday we met with the saints in this 
stead of discharging it, with a manly boldne place, in our usual place of worship, with a 
actually lifted his hand in favor of those whosejhouse full to overflowing, and lectured in the 
conduct he had previously deprecated in thejmorning. In the afternoon the saints met to 
strongest terms. Every effort of this kind wasj>reak bread, at which time the Lord manifested 
made, that the most-corrupt could invent, to} If in so peculiar a manner as to fill the 
conceal this system from the public view. Oth-/Aouse with joy, and the hearts of the saints with 
ers were cut off in private meetings, without gladness. We have no reccollection of ever 
their having any knowledge of it, till: they were|seeing a greater manifestation of the spirit of 
informed by some-ruaner sent for the purpose, God in any place. The Lord took the work in- 
that at such a mre: vag pa been cnt ffito his own hands, and let all see, that our work 
from: the church. iy “,. jof faith and lation of love had not been in vain 


Every person ‘opposed in the Lord. 
to this system, if he or she could not be won} ‘The hearts of the saints were overflowing 
over, or made to succomb. by threats,. were. ex- lwith love to God and love to men, and it was 
cluded, and their characters assailed in a most|hard 1o refrain their lips from breaking out in 
outrageous manner, in order to.destroy their, in-|loud.aecents of joy, and celebrating his praise: 
fluence, that their testimony might not be be-|in other tongues; -but as all the congregation 
lieved. By such-extraordinary means did the spoke but one language, the saints contented 
advocates of -this system: attempt to sustain themselves with speaking in their own | 
themselves): but it was all:in vain, for conceal-|Our cup of joy is now full, the Lord has sancti- 
ment was no longer possible, the truth has beenjfied our work, and shown his approbation:to our 
madejmanifest, as Paul: said. it should, so that}course, in so striking-a manner, ‘that pentecost 
the world now knows,’ that, every person, male itself was not more so, re ae more visible to 
or female, who adheres to-these leaders, do i the CYS. 
because. they are in favor of the system a Shortly we received a | 
rality of wives; and-for this cause they. are|from our beloved brother Elijah R. Swackham- 
found numbered with them. can nojmer, which will appear.in this number of our 
longer be plead. |paper, informing us of the re-organizing of the 

A state of things of the above EE: ke church at Cincinnati, and their wish to unite 


of necessity, produce a confusion and excite-|with us; and in a day or two afterwards, we 


ment, ina greater or less degree; and such we on eee the minutes of the confer. 
eld in that place;. accompanying the mi- 
found through whole o the conference, was a letter from El-: 


_ After we ieft this city, we made no. stop. until 
we reached Philadelphia; there we found'a Seichrist, all of which will be published. — 


eration had taken place in the church, caused From these documents it will be seen, that the 
as above; a church was organized; to which cause is onward with: the eagie’s flight, and that 


we delivered a short course of lectures, and then the’ Lord is working for us like himself,—the 
proceeded to New York, found that-the same}Prophets at Nauvoo. to the 
causes had produced. the same effects. there; we Stand! 
delivered a course of lectures there, and formec As hon at henna who says thie Lord has 
a church, and then proceeded:to Boston, andjs aid, ‘when facts show .that the Lord has not - 
there formed another church. From thence’ we spoken, but they, with a heaven-daring which 
returned by way of New York, and passed inte might make a pirate tremble, have taken his 
New Jersey, and formed two churches; return-name in vain, that they will give a sign to the 
ed to Philadelphia, and lectured again to the|world that God is not with us, that from the time 
church there, and from thence came home.* | _|they declared,the falsehood in the name of the 
Atno period of our publie ministry, have v Lord,,we should go backward and not forward 
been so successful in any one journey; success|Now judge ye O saints, and hear yo sinners, 
attended us at every place and in every ree ade: hi Lord has spoken when'the Lord 
from the time we left till we returned. “We not spol ‘Searee had the foul insuls 
livered 4s many, as would amount to'neafly oneft eaven, escaped their lips, when’ the Lord ber 
leeture for each day: we were gone, and we. fells to, work, in the hearts of the saints of 
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could invent, has been resorted to in order to ef- 
fect something to our injury ; but all has been 
through them the Lord has spoken louder than|in vain: and when the common course pursued 
words, and the world may now see that they|by corrupt mento injure those whom they 
have the effrontery to speak falsely in the name|dreaded, had failed, they had recourse to the 
of the Lord; as also the pouring out of the spir-jheaven-daring stratagem of putting the name of 
it of the Lord on the saints at Pittsburgh, since|the great God into the scale of corruption, to 
the foul slander on heaven, speaks to them in poise the ballance .in their favor, by uttering 


cinnati, and they rose, as with the voice of one 
man, and threw off the yoke of falsehood; and 


loud accents—repent, esleame for yon judgment false prophecies, and saying thus saith the Lord; 


slumbers not. 


_ }but for this the Lord has rebuked them, in a 


The calls on us at present are so pressing manner hever to be forgotten, and if blindness 
that we will have to place the paper in thejof heart had not happened unto’them; and if 


hands of another editor, for we cannot give the 
necessary attention toit. 

We wish all the saints to understand, that 
we are making all possible speed to be ready 
for our general conference in the spring, which 


their consciences were not seared as with: a hot 
iron, they would ‘blush with confusion and 
sheoaine. but they, as the dog, have returned to 
their own vomit, and as the sow that was wash- 
ed, to their wallowing in the‘ mire. “They have 
lmade lies their refuge, and - under 


will be held either in this city, or Philadelphia; 
the place isas yet not decided on, but soon will 
be, and notice given accordingly; and we wish 
all who expect to unite with us on this impor- 
tant period in our history, to be shaping their 
business accordingly. It is our intention, at 
that time, to complete. the. organization of the 
kingdom of heaven, as the Lord, has directed. 
Let all those who have been ordained under 
our hands, to be prophets, priests and kings, in 
this last kingdom,—untess they have by trans- 
“gression rendered themselves. unworthy—be 
making themselves ready, that they. fail not to 
attend; as that Quorum will ‘be, at that time, 
filled up, as also that. of the ‘Twelve, the presi- 
dentsof Seventies, Bishops, and-various presid- 
ing officers,-so that the organization, may: be 
perfect according to the’ pattern giyen to us; 
for the Lord bids us make haste, oe idle to 
time, for the time is ‘short. Ep, 


The sayings, and of the the at 
Nauves, are all that is’necessary to show the 
desperate condition in which they view thei 
own affajrs. Their whole course, since we left 
‘that place last September, has been but one ev- 
idence following another, of the feelings of des- 
peration, which pervades. the. breast. of. the 
whole mass. At the time of our leaving, ‘the 
apostle, Orson, whose sur nameis Hyde, fdllow- 
_ed'us to St. Louis, and the efforts he made ther 
and in other places, are before the public, and 
the folly of them are as well known. Their pa- 
pers in the mean time were hurried forth, con- 
taining all manner‘of nonsense and. falsehood, 
which any people, but those who felt their case 


have they hid themselves.’ 

It was tous rather a matter of desire than oth. 
rwise, that they should exert themselves to the 
very uttermést,’ ‘and knowing’ their corruption, 
as wé we were perfectly willing that they 
should exhanst their power on us, and ‘go all 
jlengths their corrupt | hearts dictated, so that 
they might have the gratification’ of ‘reeking 
in|their unprovoked. vengeance on us, until they 
were weary, and raise every tongue, and every 
pen; that their influence could command; for we 


desperate, would have been ashamed of. From| 4, 
thence till the present, there has been evidence] 


multiplied upon evidence, | ‘that desperation was|i; 
raging in their midst 'like a pestilence. Every|y 


never desited to maintain a system’ of religion, 

that men, or: devils, could destroy, or in. 

way hinder its progress... 7 
From the attempts “by: the de- 

amers, and those who wete under their infiu- 

ence; in the incipient stages of the kingdom, and 

at atime when it was weaker.than it ever will 


Ibe hereafter, aid the. rapidity ‘with which the 


kingdom has progressed, all May:see, but those 
who are willingly blind, that the Lord has the 


. work in his own hands, and the efforts of men 


e vain, yea, worse than vain. Aa. 
Every thing that we have , has 
prospered in our hands far beyond our highest 
expectation, and we think, we may say without 
exaggeration, that our progress has so far been 
without parallel, in the history of any najigions 
society in our country. 

The paper that we ‘cieemigd: under cir- 
cumstances such as no other periodical in this 
or any other-country was commenced ; has pro- 
gressed, and is progressing, to a height, toall ap- 


pearance now, that will give ita place among 


the’ ‘extensively circulated periodicals of the 
of the kingdom, are. now assum- 


3 | 
| 
24 
| 
| ait strong F. 
ther any religious society of this or any oth- 
vuntry, according toits numbers, has so large 
, 


~ round them, and have'no way to maintain them 
other such corrupt.schemes, ‘they are constantly 
liable. to exposure; and in “consequence, re- 
«course must be had to lying, perjury, and every 
species of duplicity, to conceal} and if infants 
+ ? murier, or exposure, the 


 « “Having lifted our voices sich éhonit 


80 great that-we find it very inconvenient ‘to 


reading public, as a.paper every. way.caleu- 
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proportion of men of talents & intel- 
ligenee, as this Society, indeed, a majority ‘of the 
society is of this class; men of experience and 
of sound mind; and what crowns the ‘whole is, 
that the Lord is with us, revealing his will to 


With these remarks we take our leave of 
the'editorial department for the present, with 
our heart full of gratitude to our heavenly 
father for the abundant mercy he has bestowed 


us, and what we lack: in Seoyate®: is abund- 
antly supplied. 

We have conversed with fow or none of the 
saints, but declare they. have. learned more a- 
bout the scriptures, and the will ‘of God in‘re- 
lation 10 his dealings with: men; in the 


three months, than they had jearned in all their 


life times before. 

We have’ no wife to: blind 
our eyes and corrupt our morals—and ‘sys- 
“hem ever invented by men, or-,devils, could 
more, effectually. do it. than ‘that—for: with it 
comes every evil work, counterfeiting, coining, 
stealing, perjury, and it is feared not even mur- 
der excepted... Men-get:a ituniber’ of women a- 


but: by. stealing, coining, ‘counterfeiting; and 


should‘ be likely to reveal secrets, what mist 


former would be chosen: 


inations; ‘and not only the abominations, but 
chose who practice them,’ under the sanctimo- 
.nious garb of religion, we have found: the Lord. 
pouriag out his spirit, to strengthen us, and: en-|t 
our minds, and comfort.our hearts, and 
_ making. our ways ways. of pleasaniness, and 
al paths of peace... 

.. The pressure of business. on: us.at present, is 


on us, and grateful acknowledgements to the 
many friends who have sustained us in this 
most interesting period in our history, until 
our affairs havé assumed.a character of sta- 
bility and much promise. 

| SIDNEY RIGDON. 


It wuttde seem by the ‘Times and Seasons 


_ land the New York Prophet, that there isa 


storm in the camp of the spiritual wife de- 
'votees.- William Smith has come out ever his 
own ‘signature, in the Prophet, with- rather 
more than innuendoes against one of his 
brethren of the. twelve heads, charging him 
with a wantof that brotherly regard that one 
apostle ought to have for another, and hopes 
that the rebuke he gives him, may follow him 
to the shores of Europe, ‘We suppose that 
the apostle WiNiam. thinks. that the apostle 
Wilford, whom he considers no better than 
himself, should not have made so free with 
his sharacter while in Philadelphia, a short 
time before he left for England; and, indeed, 

we think that the apostle William is more 
than half right.. We cannotsee, for our parts, 
ifthere should be honor among thieves, why 
there should not also be hotior among spiritual 
|wife men, “Now if the apostle William did 
believe and practice what he believes, and the 
apostle Wilford believed, and practiced the 
rsame' things, we cannot see why the aposile 
}Wilford was not bound to defend the eharac- 
ter. of. the. apostle William, in Philadelpha, 
instead of g iving’ a: little; more than ‘hints in 
relation to his ( William’s) want of propriety. 

We think avi the apostie William, that in 
all this matter he has beenabosed, We think 
the apostle Wilford ‘was ‘boand to pluck the 


_ fill the editorial chair of. this paper, and, in 


_.Consequenee’ thereof, the paper for the future] — 
be conducted under the editorial manage- 


_ Ment: of Samuel. Bennett, M. ‘of who 


abilities’ no man acquainted with him will) 
doubt. We resign ‘tne paper i inta his hands, 
with the fullest assurance that hei is.every way 


_ capable. of ‘vendering it both aseful -and 
_ interesting; and we do. recommend it ‘to the 


lated to gratify the inquiries: afier biblical] 
truth: and we sincerely expect of all the| 
saints, that no endeavor will be wanting on, 
their parts to it a widely opread 


beam ont of his:own before he undertook 
to get the ‘post ont of the apostle William’s. 


‘COM MUNICATIONS.: 


“Hampton, Til. Dec. 23, 1844. 
With feelings of no or- 
charsater: myself to address a 
few lines to, you. -Notwithstanding it has 
been years since I aie nner withdrew from 


We shell write as roach fo the. paper with belie 


- our own pen, as if we were the editor. | 


“ation, eo firmly did Fbelieve the work of the 
MLatter yet come out and prosper 


Lome * yet lL have by no means been an un- 

noticing epectator.of the course and doings of 

that society. -With intense anxiety have I 
watched. them. For many. noble. spirits— 

irtuoys hearts, amongthemI have,(notwith- 
standing: my many dark, lonesome hours) ever 

tained the highest regard... As truly ae I 

ved and valued thetruth of divine reve- ! 
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gloriously. 1, at this moment Sir, have the|for his unspeakablejgift,’” 1 deliberately chose 
consolation to know that never, no never, hasithe latter, then said. the voice 5 aePy your: 
this sharp-pointed pen of tine, been raised a-jheart to find out wisdom ‘and you shall have 
gainst that work, to injure or harmjit.”” From that moment to’this the Lord has 
since 1] left them. Nay verily, the truth of|been very kind to me indeed. 1 have seen 
that work I could not I dare not oppose.—jall the communications between you and pres. 
Since ’36 when I have been in business and|Law, and I ‘am much pleased with the spirit 
distress all around me daily, and realized)that they breathe. “My word for it that Wm. 
that no man was prospered in their profession} Law. and his hrethren who srejhere with him, 
more than ], many times] have set mé calmlyjare men of inestimable vale in the things of 
down,’and soberly reflected and from the bot-|God. “You may rely upon their word, upon 
tom ofmy heart have offered up ‘strong,—fer-jtheir integrity of purpose to serve God, at the 
vent supplicatione and cries to the majesty ofjsacrifice of allthingsearthly,. © 
heaven, in the name of Jesus, that He wonld} {!’movéd into this little village in 1840, and © 
yet work as became his dignity and “parify 


have a goéd home heré that has cost me about | 
to himself a peculiar people, zealous good one thousand dollars, but our, hearts are not 
works.” To some, myconduct at times;may|set: upon jit. We only say the will of the 
have appeared inconsistent and wrong, but Lord'‘must by us be dane. received the 
you sir, 1 can give fall satisfaction," jsecond ‘No. of your Messenger and Advocate 
The first bright beam of sunshine—PER-|laet evening directed to A. Cowls; he, W.L: | 
MANENT ray of hope which I have beenjand myself immediately répaired to my house | 
enabled to discover, since the people of God injand quickly run over its pages, I assure you | 
the last days, began to apostatise-—to traniple/dear brother, that'‘we regard every thing that 
under foot those sacred things committed tojcomes from you with intense anxiety. When 


their charge—promisthg permarient radical andi|we read it oar. spirits seemed ‘to commingle 
lasting neronm has now made its appearance) with yours,,and I cat traly aay I felt like ris- 
in the separation of two of the first presidency|ing/upon the wings of the wind, and speeding | 
with their friends; from the great body of thal|my way ‘to yon, to lift my feeble voite and - 
people, who work: iniqaity, and your uncom-|pen in defence of ‘justice, truth, and injured 
promising opposizion to all their iniquities andjtmmocence: 
enormous abominations cémmitted by them) We. are in*daily expectation of your answer. 
in Nauvoo’and eleewhere in open'and known/to Pres. W. Law’s last ‘letter to you. Ido. 
violation of all the revelations 6f God, ancientjnot Know (as yet) whether it is. my duty to. 
and modern. Permit’ me,’ my-dear sir to wait till the northren wind ceases to freeze he- 
to you that I firmly believe that ’God wil)/fore 1 speed my Way to you. One thing cer- 
shortly“yea speedily (except they repent,and T/tain 1 shall move as ditected. You used to tell - 
doubt. whether they have ‘power to do ‘that)/me that “I was a man after your own heart.” 
come out in severe and awful judgments a-|One thing I know that.on my firat visit to Ohio, © 
gainst that people who once knew and assayed/from no man did I receive so much intelligence: 
to receive his pure divine law’ direct fromjconcerning’ the divine volome as from yours 
heaven, and‘ that too jn solemn assembly con-jself. But you could seldom act oe if 
vened: but since receiving-and acknowledge-|in consequence of the abominable jealousy of | 
ing it have violated almost; if not altogether|him with whom you were connected. And 1’ 
every principle ofitssacred pages. |=.‘ {atm told by ‘the’ brethren here that for the last 
Now sir let me eay ‘to you'in confidence; |five years: yon have’ been rather a spectator - 
for in each other we onee “had confidence.—|thén an active adviser in those’ measures at 
And in yourconstancy, integrity, and virtue, 1] Nauvoo, which have brought death ‘upon the . 
yet’<have the [most unshaken  confidence;|prophet and lasting. disgrace upon the church. 
although you remained by the side of Joseph} This gives me more confidence in-you, and 
when [could ‘not conscientiouly do’so—but determined from:this: time forward to “be 
can now see the reason and wisdom of-your|4 inan after God's own heart.” Help me by 
coutee,)'that the Lord“has shown to me thatlyout prayers. Until I'see you my prayers” 
by a: union of President Law and yourself, to-jsball be unceasing that the *“‘work of God’? 
gether with each, your friends,that all the hon-|may roll in power. Give my love: to all my” 
throughout the world will UNITE also,and|* Tam yoursinthebond = 
form that company’-who will follow the sa-; ofthe New Covenant. == 
viour robed in white'linen “clean and white} = = “W.E.McLELLIN. | 
in heart, > faithjand in fervent pray-| P. S. We have meetings here at Pres. L’s 
ers, | am with you, henceforth in the great|three times:a week, (and sometimes oftener) 
work. God has shown me by vision the rich-jlast eve (Sunday) we had much of the power 
es and glories of the world and the enjoy-jand spirit of God even to the prophesying of 
ments arising ‘therefrom, and~in immediate}great things ia the name of the «which | 
will all be falGiled, Weall feel thatthe time 


contrast **the treasures of wisdom and know!- 


edge from God,” and ‘bid me chooee—afterjis at hand, when we must in order to abide 
‘viewing and weighing both sides “thank God joeléstial glory—arise and shake-oursélves and 


~ 
2 
2 


pe 


= 
book of Mormon, and in the bouk of 


father, and the: Lord Jesus. Christ may. bejing that the true charch always has a prophet 
: greatly multiplied voto you, and all that ad-jatits head, and if it has not it is not thechurct: 
ere to the truth, forthe truth’s sake. - It -isiof God? And have they been testifying fals- 
_ nearly five years since I embraced: the doctrine|ly, and that too, in the name of the Lord when 
of God, and the Order 6f Heaven as taught. injthey have affirmed that his order is the samein 
the Bible, book of Mormon my: book of Doe+levery age of the world as to its officers, ordi~ 
' trine and Covenants; and that too notin view/nances, gifteand blessings; and that that crder, 
_ of being turned from it, o1 of rejecting the: firstias to ite orgenization,‘is the order of ieaven it- 
Presidency; or of voting. that.1 do not wantiself, and shat that order hae been given to 
a guardian, a prophet or spokesman. if}ithem in these laét“cays by no less than the 
build again the things; . viz: Sect&rianism or, ajvoiceof God}the voice of Jesus Christ, by the 
‘church without, a propliet or spokesman, |jinspiration: of] the Holy’ Ghost, and by the 
. which myself and‘ others have been destroy-linstraction of Angels, and that. that order is 
ing for years -1 maké myself a. in the book of Doctrine and Coves 
if there is any ‘truth in Pavl’s testimony, ‘Gal, {nants in.snch plainneas that we. might eome 
20,18th, which-] have no inclination to.do,— to anunderstanding, ahd inasmach as we er- 
, And Sir: while 1 write one single transactionjred it might’be. made: known; and: inasmach 
Of the people at'Nanvao, who call themselvesias we sought wisdom we might be:instructed, 
saints, 1 tremble for them,.and all that followjthatwe might. repent,.and inasmuch a9 we 
‘their example. ‘Ard. if my head wete waters,jwere humble we might.be blessed from ‘on 
y of tears w tacy 
for ‘them until all were exhausted if theyjean. be accounted for. upon 
‘could be reclaimed. ..\Weep 0 ye heavens!ithan that the revelations ‘are not of God, and 
aud -gird: yourself ‘with. loth O ye earth!ithat we have not embraced the true order of 


5 
Qa. 
@ 


whom ‘we ‘received the ‘goepel 
priesthood .— 
‘semained: inthe office in. 


for ohe, 
eavemiasit by the 


4 


God: 


ite. 
sible, tin the w 
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puton the armor. O God, .give:power to thyjin the | 
servants and give not thy heritage entirely to}Doctrine and Covenants, and our aontinue d 
reproach—O save a seed—ihe Branch: prayers to the Almighty God to know his will : 
. .W.-E. M’L. the order of his kingdom, for many years, 
in vain, and infinitely worse than in 
: For the Messenger and Advocate. vain? And have these Apostles and their 
Cincinnati Ohio, Jan. 3d 1845. jadherants been proelaiming a falshood for 
Elijah R. Swackbammer, to elder Sidney|more than fourteen years to the of A- 
Rigdon president gf the’ Church of Jesusimerica, and for many years to the people of 
Christ of Latter Day Saints. Dear Brother:/England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales Germany, 
my heart’s desire and prayer to God for youjthe Islands of the seas, and many other pla- 
is, that grace,.mercy, and peace,from God otrices, where they have been constantly affirm- 
Nauvoo; O ye saints of God that are écatter-|1844 as one of: ihe. most important periods in 
ed upon the face of the earth, heat ye; what ithe history of the church of Jesus’ Christ of | 
am about to write,-and tell your childten,|/Latter Day Saints; -and upon what was done 
and -charge’ them to tefl it to their children,jin Nanvoo on that day 48 the end, as it were 
and lét the charge go forth from geveration tojof an old, and the beginning of a new dispen- : 
generation;\that |it may'be.a warning to the/sation. - And although ‘painfel. and next. to 
people of God in all coniing time; viz: thatisevering. the most tender ties known to man- 
on the ever. to be. remembered, and not to bejkindjon exrth; yet,, what. the people at 
forpotien, Sth of August 1844, (see Times andjNauvoo.on the above date, and othetsin ether | 
Seasons of September.2d'1844,) at.d: specialiplaces that have followed their examples, is 
meeting of the charch of Jesus Christ af Lat-imuch more than a.sufficient reason for every 
ter Day Saints convened at. the Stand in. theflover of God and conseqvently of the order of ‘ 
city ef Nauvoo. President Brigham. his church to. withdraw their christian fellow- 
called the audience order, and atrangediehip fromthem... 
the several quorums according to their: stand-{ . Yes.dear Bro | 
ing and,the rales of the church. At whiehifal itis to‘tarn, fi 
time he asked them thie‘all absorbing and im-/mucb loved because. ofthe new covenant, anc 
portant question; viz:'do you want a guardian.|whom, we remem = 
I spokes(ean, or what no you want?/thoge to, from 
Lyon went suy ofthese siguity It by}and order of 
raising right hand. Nota and whe dod 
resident. Rigdon, you "bave been withihe which had: placed 
he church, and counsellor to Pegsident the law: of 
hy, hae all ours g in hich i reesived the gospel and 
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sustain them. Bunt # does lead me to exer- 


progress of that accursed, soul destroying 
and heaven daring apostacy which commen- 
ced at Nauvoo.* Hell seems to be moved 


from ‘beneath, for while writing this last sen-|always willing to give a reason for the hope — 


tance ‘on the apostacy, a sister came. in 
from some of the apostates, who have been 
making a mighty effort to lead -her to follow 


the order of the kingdom will not suffer me tol|arbitrary proceedings, a vole was passed that 
| should leave the hoase, bot as they had invit- — 
cise the power of the eternal priesthood, andjed me there, thought thatif 1 did go out they 

all the faith that I can lay hold of to stop the|should have the trouble to put their resolution. 
into effect. Such are the kind of argoments 


4 


the twelve ‘and their adherants use, thus difs’ 


fering from the saints in all ages, who were’ 


that wasinthem. The elder, who is pretty 
well known in the taverns in this city arose 
and said’that he did. not like to hear Rig- 


the teachings of the twelve and their adher-jdon’s name mentioned, because it always 
ents, and she declares that she will have nvth-jcaused a bad feeling, now I would like to 


ing to do with the work in any way. To 
which I replied that I had told her that if she 
listened to them that they would lead her to 
apostatize. 


know why it should cause bad feelings, if he 


possesed the spiritof God?. 1 dont think he. 
would get angry at the mention of a man’s © 
‘jname. I dont know that should have trou- 


This is thexind of fruit brought forth by the|bled yow with those lines, had my name not. 


4 


tree that was planted in Nauvoo the Sth of 
August 1844. And the blessed Jesus has} 
givenus a rule by which weare. to know 


their fruits ye shall know them.” Let not the 


been brought befere the public, because I care | 
as little about their excommunication, as I | 
would about the Pope pf Rome’s, But the. 
whether it is good or bad... For he says **by|/following Sunday the public were informned — 
that I had come to'the meeting with a-bad | 


elders of israel and the saints of God be dis-|spirit; a very bad spirit trnly, because I would 


couraged, truth is still mighty and wi!l pre-|not receive his ipse dixit, without evidence, | 
ged, | p pse. dence, 
To learn what we have donejand in contradiction of the: revelations given. - 


vail over error. 


in this city you will eee the.minutes of.our} Yours&c. : 
For the Messenger and Advocate. - |Minutes ofa Conference of the Church of Jesus 


Dear Sir: . It isnow upwards of four years 
since 1 obeyed the gospel as it proclaiim- 


private. Butsince the.death,of Joseph in con-|the church. Present 1 high priest,’2 of the 


sequence ‘ef having some dnbiety on my mind|/queram of seventies ‘and 2 elders, ‘Opened 
in regard to the twelve’s auttirity to preside|by prayer by,elder C.. Seichrist. 
Timothy L. Baker (high priest) was cho-— 


over the church; 1 have not*attended their! 


meétings so regularly. However‘a few daysjsen president and elder ©. Seichrist.elerk. 


ago, I was requested to attend a council meet- 


ec end Resolved, That elder Elijah R. Swackham- | 
ing in this place, and thinking that I might|mer'state to this méeting the reason why we 
hear something brought forward to prove theit/have assembled oursélves together this aiter- 


authority, I attended. After, some businessinoon, to organize'a brafch acknowledging 
had been attended to (viz: cutting aman fromjbro, Sidney Rigdon as the first president of 


the church because he dared to believe the book|the church. of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
of Doc. and Cov.) the president called upon|Saints. eee ee ee 


me to know if I believed that Joseph Smith 


‘Bro. Swackhammer then arose and addres- 


lived..and died a prophet of the Lord, andjsed’ the saints, ‘laying before’ them the 
whether I believed the twelve, to be the prop-jobject of the meeting, and proving trom the 
er authorities to preside over. that charch, and] book of Doctrine and Covenants &c., to every 
whether that was the church of Christ or not.j/honest hearted saint, that bro. Sidney Rigdon 


{told him Iwas one who did not like to re-jis the man chosen of God to lead his people © 


ceive. any ‘thing without evidence, and as helin these last 'days 


had just been informing us that, that wae the 


‘ 


Resoived, 


place to give instructions and correct errors; I|counsellor to. president Baker. 


wished some évidence for the authority. of the} 


twelve. He arose and said that Joseph hadjnext Lord’s day. at: half past 10 o'clock, at 


| Resolved, That we adjourn, to met again on 


placed that authority apgn them just before} Brother Hewitt’s, | 
his death. I told him. that, was mere asser-| anuary’ 5th, 1645; conference meet ag: 


tionand 1 wanted some proof ‘before 1 ‘couldjable to adjourbment. Prayer by Elder. . 


ishment to find that.instead of giving the evi- 


« Resolved, That Andrew P. Taylor beordain- 


dence he called vote of the mectit au Eider of thie eharoh, Brother ‘Tayler 
me off. WhenI remonstarted against such|wae then ordained by the laying on: of hands. 


_ Christ of Latter Day Saints, held at Cincin-: 
 nair, Ohio, Dec. 29th 1844 and Jan. 5th 1845. 
ne Met at Bro. Hewitt's at 24 P.M. to organ- 
ed by the Latter Day Saints. ‘Since that timelize a branch of'the church of Jesus Christ of © 
until a few. months:ago, I have been a regular|Latter Day Saints, pledging ourselves to sus- — 
attendant on'their meetings both public and|tain Bro. -Sidney Rigdon as first president of — 


That Elder C. Seiehrist be first 


: 
> 
4 
; 


95 


Resolved, That Elder A. P. ‘Taylor be second 
counsellor to president ‘I’. Baker... 

Resolved, That Elder W.-H. Seichrist act 
as priest to this branch. 


branch at Pittsourgh have gone in for the true 
urder as instituted by Jehovah himself, there~ 
by rejecting the spiritual wife system, and alt 
such abominable systems, that bring discord 
Resolved, That Brother Jedediah Hewitt bejand destruction into, societies and families. 
ordained a teacher to this chureh, he was then|['wo weeks ago last Sunday I went toa meet- 
ordained. ting held at Brother Hewitt’s, by the advocates 

Resolved, That president ‘Ts S, Baker. bejof thetwelve. Brother Swackhammer, hav- 
treasurer of this branch., |ing privilege to speak, rose and addressed the 

Resolved, That we be called the Ciacinnati|/meeting about half an hour, cutting their man- 
branch of the church of Jesgs Christ of Lat-|made system all to pieces, and 1 responded, 
ter Day Saints. All that were then present are now 

Resolved, That the treasurer procure a book,j with us excepting three. Dear brother I must 
for the keeping ofthe records of this. branch. close after writing these few lines to you for 

Resolved, That all: thase’who sustain, this}the encouragement of you and the dear saints 
organization ‘give in. their,*names, .. AT thejat Pittsburgh. Our love to you and your 
brethren and. sistets present: gave in’ their|family.and the saints generally. We are as 
names except one sister who said she was not|well as usaal, and in fine spirits, and hope you 
decided. your family and all the saints may enjoy 

The following preambie'and resolution|the same blessing, Dear brother, I hope you 
was offered by Elder E. R, Swackhamer and| wil write to me as soon a8 you receive this, 
adopted, viz: whereas the twelve,.and, thejand state all about. the affairs of the church 
chyrch at Nauvoo have most shamefully and|that would-be of benefit tous, and especially 
wickedly turned away from, what they-have/with regard to, oar beloved Prophet Sidney. 
been teaching for more than. fourteen. yea¥s,| Yours in the bonds of thenew and everlasting 


and from what is most cleasly set forth 
book- of Doctrine and ‘Covenants concerning 4) SEICHRIST. 
guardiana prophet aspokesman, andthe first; ye 


presidency, .in that sJeey-haye voted that they/THE SAINTS IN. PITTSBURGH TO 
didsnot want a guardian, a prophet, a spokep-): "HE SAINTS SCATTERED ABROAD | 
man or any of these officers; and whereas.in) SEND GREETING: © = 
doing this they have. rejected ‘president. "-Our héarts are: enlarged “towards you 
Rigdon. who was ordained prophet, s¢er,.andiprethren beloved, because you ‘have ‘believed 
revelatot under the Hands of president Jasephiihe and had no pleasuré in unrighteous. 
Smith, ;previous to his death aceording 
order of the kingdom, as set forth in. the 14th). We salute you in’ thé bonds of fervent 
section of the baok of Doctrine and Covenants,icharity, our love to-you is stronger than death, 
and theonly one of thé first presidency wholmore durable graves. 
was left in the church. whose sight alone] We know in whom we have believed, and - 
(I mean thé first pesidenc it..was to Te-lthat HE whose we and whom we serve, 
ceive the oraclés' for the whole church. / His apie; and well, if we are faithful, assuredly 
therefore move, that we, from this timedisfel:/eep that which we have committed unto him 
ple in thus violating the order of heaven, un+) }fan aposile; a PRoPnET, oF an angel of Gid 
il shey and their adherents repent and tarn preacht any other gospel unto you than 
the order that God has given to-us, received, let him be accurseD 
forth in his revelations. | Net his name be blotted from the records of 
Reso'ved, ‘That we feel ourselves bound. sanctified. 
the laws of Heaven and by the spirit of God} Qyr joy in you abounds because yon have 
to sustain president S. Rigdon as Dees esisted that revelation of the devil, by which — 
seer aud -revélator to. the church of -Jesusije sought to: overthrow thé saints of the last 
Chrigt of Latter Day Saints, and all that areldaya; and we ascribe ceaseless gratitude and 
associated with him, in cdrrying out the prin-lppaise tq the father of all mercies, who has 
ciples of God as set forth in his revelations,;- épt-you and us. in the hour of temptation, that 
Resolved, ‘That. these -minuteg be sént to jour faith failed nots who has als o'byought us| 
tain ay had in the name of ‘Israel’s 
ap God, the pledge of our fidelity and écnstancy 
That. we wine dees, tg virtue, anal 
Crk. of ear God apd bis Christ. 
January 81846. “| Wenvow undying hostility to the devil and 
Dear Brother feel to rejoice thatjall’ his works—-marders, lyings, thefts | 


mostly,.if not allthe respectable part of théjadalteries pane 
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